Joshua — The Sin of Achan and the
Salvation of Israel

Joshua 7:1 - 8:35

SPIDER-MAN ILLUSTRATION

e Peter Parkeris an orphan living with his uncle Ben and Aunt
May

e Bitten by a radio-active spider and acquires the agility and
strength of a spider

e He shows indifference and selfishness by not capturing a fleeing
thief

e The thief eventually commits another crime and in the
aftermath of that crime kills Peter’'s uncle Ben

e Seemingly small indiscretions or mistakes can have massive
consequences

Joshua 7

Israel Defeated at Al

[1] But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for
Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took
some of the devoted things. And the anger of the LORD burned against the
people of Israel.

[2] Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-aven, east of
Bethel, and said to them, “Go up and spy out the land.” And the men went up
and spied out Al. [3] And they returned to Joshua and said to him, “Do not
have all the people go up, but let about two or three thousand men go up
and attack Ai. Do not make the whole people toil up there, for they are few.”
[4] So about three thousand men went up there from the people. And they fled
before the men of Ai, [5] and the men of Al killed about thirty-six of their men



and chased them before the gate as far as Shebarim and struck them af the
descent. And the hearts of the people melted and became as water.

[6] Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his face before the
ark of the LORD until the evening, he and the elders of Israel. And they put dust
on their heads. [7] And Joshua said, *Alas, O Lord GOD, why have you brought
this people over the Jordan at all, to give us intfo the hands of the Amorites, to
destroy use Would that we had been content to dwell beyond the Jordan! [8]
O Lord, what can I say, when Israel has turned their backs before their enemies!
[?] For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear of it and will
surround us and cut off our name from the earth. And what will you do for your
great namee”

The Sin of Achan

[10] The LORD said to Joshua, “Get up! Why have you fallen on your
face? [11] Israel has sinned; they have transgressed my covenant that |
commanded them; they have taken some of the devoted things; they have
stolen and lied and put them among their own belongings. [12] Therefore the
people of Israel cannot stand before their enemies. They turn their backs
before their enemies, because they have become devoted for destruction. |
will be with you no more, unless you destroy the devoted things from among
you. [13] Get up! Consecrate the people and say, ‘Consecrate yourselves for
tomorrow; for thus says the LORD, God of Israel, “There are devoted things in
your midst, O Israel. You cannot stand before your enemies until you take away
the devoted things from among you.” [14] In the morning therefore you shall be
brought near by your tribes. And the tribe that the LORD takes by lot shall come
near by clans. And the clan that the LORD takes shall come near by
households. And the household that the LORD takes shall come near man by
man. [15] And he who is taken with the devoted things shall be burned with
fire, he and all that he has, because he has transgressed the covenant of the
LORD, and because he has done an outrageous thing in Israel.’”

[16] So Joshua rose early in the morning and brought Israel near tribe by
tribe, and the tribe of Judah was taken. [17] And he brought near the clans of
Judah, and the clan of the Zerahites was taken. And he brought near the clan
of the Zerahites man by man, and Zabdi was taken. [18] And he brought near



his household man by man, and Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of
ZLerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. [19] Then Joshua said to Achan, “My
son, give glory to the LORD God of Israel and give praise to him. And tell me
now what you have done; do not hide it from me.” [20] And Achan answered
Joshua, “Truly | have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, and this is what |
did: [21] when | saw among the spoil a beautiful cloak from Shinar, and 200
shekels of silver, and a bar of gold weighing 50 shekels, then | coveted them
and took them. And see, they are hidden in the earth inside my tent, with the
silver underneath.”

[22] So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and behold, it
was hidden in his tent with the silver underneath. [23] And they took them out
of the tent and brought them to Joshua and to all the people of Israel. And
they laid them down before the LORD. [24] And Joshua and all Israel with him
took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver and the cloak and the bar of gold,
and his sons and daughters and his oxen and donkeys and sheep and his tent
and all that he had. And they brought them up to the Valley of Achor. [25] And
Joshua said, “Why did you bring tfrouble on us¢ The LORD brings frouble on you
today.” And all Israel stoned him with stones. They burned them with fire and
stoned them with stones. [26] And they raised over him a great heap of stones
that remains to this day. Then the LORD turned from his burning anger.
Therefore, to this day the name of that place is called the Valley of Achor.

Joshua 8

The Fall of Al

[1] And the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not fear and do not be dismayed.
Take all the fighting men with you, and arise, go up to Ai. See, | have given into
your hand the king of Ai, and his people, his city, and his land. [2] And you shall
do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its king. Only its spoil and its
livestock you shall take as plunder for yourselves. Lay an ambush against the
city, behind it."”



[3] So Joshua and all the fighting men arose to go up to Ai. And Joshua
chose 30,000 mighty men of valor and sent them out by night. [4] And he
commanded them, “Behold, you shall lie in ambush against the city, behind it.
Do not go very far from the city, but all of you remain ready. [5] And | and alll
the people who are with me will approach the city. And when they come out
against us just as before, we shall flee before them. [6] And they will come out
after us, until we have drawn them away from the city. For they will say, ‘They
are fleeing from us, just as before.’ So we will flee before them. [7] Then you
shall rise up from the ambush and seize the city, for the LORD your God will give
it into your hand. [8] And as soon as you have taken the city, you shall set the
city on fire. You shall do according to the word of the LORD. See, | have
commanded you.” [?] So Joshua sent them out. And they went to the place of
ambush and lay between Bethel and Al, to the west of Ai, but Joshua spent
that night among the people.

[10] Joshua arose early in the morning and mustered the people and
went up, he and the elders of Israel, before the people to Ai. [11] And all the
fighting men who were with him went up and drew near before the city and
encamped on the north side of Ai, with a ravine between them and Ai. [12] He
took about 5,000 men and set them in ambush between Bethel and Al, to the
west of the city. [13] So they stationed the forces, the main encampment that
was north of the city and its rear guard west of the city. But Joshua spent that
night in the valley. [14] And as soon as the king of Ai saw this, he and all his
people, the men of the city, hurried and went out early to the appointed place
toward the Arabah to meet Israel in battle. But he did not know that there was
an ambush against him behind the city. [15] And Joshua and all Israel
pretended to be beaten before them and fled in the direction of the
wilderness. [16] So all the people who were in the city were called together to
pursue them, and as they pursued Joshua they were drawn away from the city.
[17] Not a man was left in Ai or Bethel who did not go out after Israel. They left
the city open and pursued Israel.

[18] Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Stretch out the javelin that is in your
hand toward Ai, for | will give it into your hand.” And Joshua stretched out the
javelin that was in his hand toward the city. [19] And the men in the ambush
rose quickly out of their place, and as soon as he had stretched out his hand,



they ran and entered the city and captured it. And they hurried to set the city
on fire. [20] So when the men of Ailooked back, behold, the smoke of the city
went up to heaven, and they had no power to flee this way or that, for the
people who fled to the wilderness turned back against the pursuers. [21] And
when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had captured the city, and
that the smoke of the city went up, then they turned back and struck down the
men of Ai. [22] And the others came out from the city against them, so they
were in the midst of Israel, some on this side, and some on that side. And Israel
struck them down, until there was left none that survived or escaped. [23] But
the king of Ai they took alive, and brought him near to Joshua.

[24] When Israel had finished killing all the inhabitants of Aiin the open
wilderness where they pursued them, and all of them to the very last had fallen
by the edge of the sword, all Israel returned to Ai and struck it down with the
edge of the sword. [25] And all who fell that day, both men and women, were
12,000, all the people of Ai. [26] But Joshua did not draw back his hand with
which he stretched out the javelin until he had devoted all the inhabitants of Ai
to destruction. [27] Only the livestock and the spoil of that city Israel took as
their plunder, according to the word of the LORD that he commanded Joshua.
[28] So Joshua burned Ai and made it forever a heap of ruins, as it is o this day.
[29] And he hanged the king of Ai on a tree until evening. And at sunset Joshua
commanded, and they took his body down from the tree and threw it at the
entrance of the gate of the city and raised over it a great heap of stones,
which stands there to this day.

Joshua Renews the Covenant
[30] At that time Joshua built an altar to the LORD, the God of Israel, on

Mount Ebal, [31] just as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded the
people of Israel, as it is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, “an altar of
uncut stones, upon which no man has wielded an iron tool.” And they offered
on it burnt offerings to the LORD and sacrificed peace offerings. [32] And there,
in the presence of the people of Israel, he wrote on the stones a copy of the
law of Moses, which he had written. [33] And all Israel, sojourner as well as
native born, with their elders and officers and their judges, stood on opposite
sides of the ark before the Levitical priests who carried the ark of the covenant



of the LORD, half of them in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of
Mount Ebal, just as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded at the first,
to bless the people of Israel. [34] And afterward he read all the words of the
law, the blessing and the curse, according to all that is written in the Book of
the Law. [35] There was not a word of all that Moses commanded that Joshua
did not read before all the assembly of Israel, and the women, and the little
ones, and the sojourners who lived among them.

WE SEE IN THIS STORY THAT A SEEMINGLY SMALL SIN CAN HAVE IMMENSE
REPERCUSSIONS: SIN IS AN AFFRONTTO GOD’S GLORY: BUT SALVATION
COMES WHEN GOD DEALS WITH IT.

God'’s Glory

e God's gloryis ... “the weight of the majestic goodness of who
God is” and it is “the resulting name, or reputation, that he
gains from his revelation of himself as Creator, Sustainer, Judge,
and Redeemer, perfect in justice and mercy, loving-kindness
and fruth.”

e To glorify God is to proclaim and magnify, in word and deed,
His weighty goodness and His reputation as the God who He
has revealed himself to be.

e Joshua 7:9 (ESV) And what will you do for your great name?

e Joshua 8:30 (ESV) At that time Joshua built an altar to the LORD,
the God of Israel



1. Sin is serious: 7:1
a. Structure of the chapter:

I —wrath
2-5 — punishment (Israel defeated)
6-9 — before God (Joshua)
10-12a - divine revelation of problem
12b — problem
13-15 — divine revelation of solution
16-23 — before God (Israel)
24-25 — punishment (Achan and family destroyed)
26 — wrath is assuaged

b. The nature of sin
i. Peccadillo - a very minor offense, a trifling fault
ii. There are no “little” or “trivial” sins
ii. Achan’s sin seems somewhat insignificant
iv. Twofold reality — Sin is a failure to glorify God and @
rebellion against His standards

c. Achan’s actions were direct disobedience to His
commands — tolerating this would make God look bad; his
name and reputation is lessened.

i. In his actions Achan was saying | will not recognize
You as God and | am unconcerned about Your
Name on earth

d. Sinis always serious — we can remind ourselves of this by a
few measurements which indicate the gravity of sin
i. The greatness of the One sinned against
ii. The height from which we have fallen
iii. The depth to which God went to redeem us
iv. The length we have strayed from our purpose

Take your sin seriously. John Wesley - “Is there such a thing as a little
sine” He replies, “Only if there is such a thing as a little God.”



2. Wrath is reasonable: 7:9-11

a. What God'’s wrath is not: Reactionary, Flippant, Arbitrary,
Malicious, Vindictive, Spiteful, Irrational - In other words, it's
not like ours

b. The wrath of God is His steady, unrelenting, unremitting,
uncompromising, antagonism to evil in all its forms and
manifestations. God is angry about sin.

c. God’s wrath against sin, all sin, is the reasonable response
in light of his glory

3. Punishment is purposeful - 7:20-21, 26
a. The punishment of Achan had a purifying effect. The
sin/sinner was removed.
b. The punishment allowed Israel to continue to pursue their
fulfilling of the promises of God.
c. The combination of these 2 things glorified God.

4. Salvation is sweet - 8:25-28
a. Victory over Ai brought salvation to the Israelites as they
continued their conquest while surrounded by enemies.
b. Victory promoted the name of God in the Land of
Canaan.
c. Joshua 8:29 And he hanged the king of Ai on a free until
evening.
i. The King of Ai was hanged on a tree because he
had been cursed by God. This was evidence of
God’s salvation of the Israelites. This brings to mind
another King who was cursed by God who also hung
onaftree ...
ii. Galatians 3:13 (ESV) [13] Christ redeemed us from
the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for
it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a
tree”—



Seeing Jesus: The ultimate example of the pattern of sin-wrath-
punishment-salvation for God's glory is the cross of Christ.

e We are sinners

e Oursin demands God's wrath.

e Punishment for sin comes in death-both spiritual and physical.

e Christ became sin for us, propitiated the wrath of God, endured
the punishment of death by dying on a cross.

e Salvation comes now to all those who put their faith in Christ.



